[Animal models for vascular calcification].
Analysis of animal models is indispensable to elucidate the molecular mechanism in vascular calcification (VC) as well as to develop new therapies for VC. Various gene-modified mice that show VC have been reported, and considerable progress has been made through the analyses of these animals. Mice of which bone-calcification regulatory factors were modified are the representative animal models for VC, indicating that these factors certainly regulate VC as well as bone-calcification. Inducible VC in wild-type animals is also an important research tool for developing preventive and therapeutic approach for VC.